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Dear Parents/Carers,

Developing speech, language and communication skills is vital for all areas of life and can predict later school achievements and life chances from an early age. Communication is an essential foundation life skill that supports many other areas of development such as; behaviour, emotional wellbeing and lifelong learning. 

Many children are at risk of starting school with a Speech, Language or Communication Need (SLCN).  Some of these needs are due to an underlying speech and language difficulty that may need support from specialist speech and language services.  However, many can actually be preventable with access to high quality ‘talking environments’ and adults using simple talking strategies in every day routines in the earliest years. 

We along with other Early Years settings in Halton are using the WellComm screening toolkit.  This toolkit enables us to track your child’s communication and language development, and provide tailored activities to develop their skills further. 

The WellComm screening will take place termly as part of our routine observation and tracking. It only takes a few minutes per child, is play based and will be completed by myself or with a familiar adult.  Data about how the children are getting on with their talking will be shared with the local authority; we have previously asked you to complete a consent form to share data.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the WellComm screening, we will discuss the results with you and provide activities for you to support your child’s next steps at home.  

If you have any questions please speak myself/your child’s key person

Thank you.
(Insert name) 
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