
WELCOME

🌟 We love it when the spotlight shines on Early Years — and we’re delighted to

announce the details (below) for our Baby and Toddler Event, in November! This is a

fantastic opportunity to celebrate and promote best practice for those working with our

youngest children. We're also delighted to share that the wonderful Dingley’s Promise

will be delivering Early Years workshops at Halton’s SEND Conference, where they’ll be

leading three inspiring workshops focused on the fundamentals of inclusion in early

years, practical strategies and supporting transitions for children with SEND

We look forward to seeing you there 😊

Best wishes

Sarah

Stay in touch with the team at early.years@halton.gov.uk

UPDATES

Childcare Works HUB – Support for Childminders

The Childcare Works HUB is a free online resource supporting childminders with

guidance, toolkits, and case studies to help start, grow, and sustain childcare provision.

Explore topics like business planning, inclusive practice, and partnership working.

Take a look now.....

mailto:early.years@halton.gov.uk
https://childcareworks.org.uk/hub-for-providers/hub-early-years/information-for-childminders/?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=A7ADCB4E0E64F55CE633B4BF839D1507&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://childcareworks.org.uk/hub-for-providers/hub-early-years/information-for-childminders/?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=A7ADCB4E0E64F55CE633B4BF839D1507&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Best Start in Life – New Parent Hub

The Childcare Choices website is now

part of the Best Start in Life parent hub.

This new platform brings together

trusted information and support for

families from pregnancy through to the

early years, including guidance on how

working parents can apply for their

childcare funding code.

FEYE FUNDING

Family Information directory: Is your provider information up to date?

Please make sure your information is up to date on our Family Information directory.

This is the tool we promote to parents when choosing a provider. You can update prices,

contact details and other information on the provider portal, under the ‘Forms’ tab, make

sure prospective parents can see your current information. Please email

haltonfis@halton.gov.uk if you need any support.

Anyone searching for Childcare Choices will be automatically redirected to the new

site.  Take a look www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/

TRAINING

The first two years of life are a critical window for brain development, emotional

wellbeing, and lifelong learning. High-quality care and responsive interactions during this

stage lay the foundation for future success.

With Baby Week 2025 fast approaching, we’re excited to share a series of inspiring

workshops designed especially for baby and toddler practitioners. These sessions are

packed with insights and practical strategies you won’t want to miss!

👉 Book your place now using this link: https://forms.office.com/e/NmYsTbsCX0 

mailto:haltonfis@halton.gov.uk
http://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=6A13B71AB4AB49EA991AF9BC3BE175B3&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Mark Making Matters: Laying the Foundations

for Writing

Are you ready to explore how gross and fine

motor skills impact children's early mark making

and writing development?This session will dive

into the physical development aspects of

becoming a writer in the Early Years, and how you

can support them on their journey. Leave with

practical ideas you can implement straight away

in your everyday practice.

Book Now

https://forms.office.com/e/L4xAKKEK76?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=2ADC8E5A4D589D939BE9BE83EBEC7D17&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Raising GLD: What Works?

Jan Dubiel’s recent webinar explored the new

GLD targets, offering practical insights and

highlighting key strategies to support

children’s development. He also shared

common pitfalls to avoid and encouraged

reflection on what really makes a difference.

SEND

DID YOU KNOW..?

SAFEGUARDING AND WELFARE

As the Dark Nights Draw In… Be Safe, Be Seen!

https://youtu.be/YdCk9cH3C9g?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=BC8746FEE4632BC038EF031FEF15DAEA&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://youtu.be/YdCk9cH3C9g?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=BC8746FEE4632BC038EF031FEF15DAEA&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://forms.office.com/e/xWvcVUTr5x?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=C92D13C64B9BDD6F860263530BB8E382&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://forms.office.com/e/xWvcVUTr5x?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=C92D13C64B9BDD6F860263530BB8E382&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Maths Champions

Click here to register your

interest or scan the QR code

above to complete the short

Expression of Interest form. If

you meet the criteria above you

will then be sent the full

registration materials.

With the clocks going back and daylight hours getting shorter, it's the perfect time to

remind everyone about the importance of visibility and road safety.

Road Safety Week 2025 is a great opportunity to talk to children and families about how

to stay safe on and around roads. Whether walking, cycling, or scooting, wearing bright

or reflective clothing can make a big difference.

RESEARCH/READING

The latest Baby Room Report is out!

At Ark Start, we’re excited to dive into the new resources designed to support nursery

managers and their teams in reflecting, planning and leading high-quality practice in

baby rooms.  Read the report and explore the resources: final_sakr-bonetti-halls-opening-

the-door-to-the-baby-room.pdf

FURTHER TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Information Sessions

NDNA is hosting a series of information sessions led by expert Early Years Advisors.

These sessions will outline the Maths Champions programme, eligibility criteria, and the

commitment required. Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and receive

clear guidance on next steps.

* Thursday 23rd October 15:30-16:00

* Tuesday 28th October 14:00-14:30

* Thursday 30th October 13:30-14:00

* Tuesday 4th November 11:00-11:30

* Thursday 6th November 14:00-14:30

https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=7230737bbf&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=7A3D458C6B0AEB02D3F7F52CB25A580B&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://thebabyroom.blog/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/final_sakr-bonetti-halls-opening-the-door-to-the-baby-room.pdf?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=8CCD058BBC11D9307AA60D97DFA25294&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://thebabyroom.blog/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/final_sakr-bonetti-halls-opening-the-door-to-the-baby-room.pdf?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=8CCD058BBC11D9307AA60D97DFA25294&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=a5e5e38910&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=82B4C4293DC522304D8A4F6AB596CC8F&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=0895edfaa0&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=8FF718C8B4A167CC08826801B17F88CD&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=77760226e0&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=5505B4B69B67FACC8BCDD18ED63DFFDF&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=446ce21ea6&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=27952582F03E840F30096309BE979CCE&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=522974fb4f&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=0C469039E548674100BF39881CF948C3&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


New Therapeutic Writing Workshops –

Share with Halton Mums!

Starting Wednesday 5th November for 5

weeks, from 10:00am to 11:30am at

Kingsway Library, Widnes.

Through simple writing prompts and

supportive conversation, we will explore

experiences in a safe, welcoming space. 

It’s a lovely opportunity for mums to

connect, reflect, and enjoy some creative

time together.

No writing experience required!

📍 Find out more and book your place:

🔗 haltonfamilyhubs.co.uk/writing-

workshop

* Monday 10th November 15:00-15:30

* Wednesday 12th November 16:00-16:30

* Tuesday 18th November 14:00-14:30

* Friday 21st November 10:00-10:30

* Wednesday 26th November 10:00-10:30

* Thursday 27th November 15:30-16:00

* Thursday 4th December 14:00-14:30

* Friday 5th December 10:00-10:30

* Tuesday 9th December 11:00-11:30

* Wednesday 10th December 15:30-16:00

DID YOU KNOW..?

Tots Talking Referrals have changed

As of Monday 6th October, the referral process for Tots Talking changed to align with the

current Peep referral process.

All referrals must be made using the Tots Talking referral form and completed forms

should be sent to: taf.childrencentre@halton.gov.uk 

LUNCH AND LEARN

Join us for a lunch and learn session where we’ll share the outcomes and impact of the

Early Talk Boost rollout across our settings. Discover how this initiative has supported

children's speech and language development—and how we can continue the Early Talk

Boost journey.  Email early.years@halton.gov.uk to book on.

SHARE WITH PARENTS

https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=1d306d4879&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=2644BF5532F7690F57B6F2DBA55B6BC7&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=0494e64501&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=F307DA161619BC7E65AB2BE21210BFE9&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=0d11e90dc6&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=0D3737C01CA707931CF852A01E44EFC6&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=346ede87dd&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=89E7FB3971E5659CD576917963DA1801&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=433b5febdb&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=4C7525025C6F3DD830AC59515C6C684C&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=8140a42123&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=473B8CCE1F6EE2485E7F01C69941EEAB&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=af5dd0c2af&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=CE8300CD0971843299587E4CF1F374DA&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=a56c254e14&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=6D88B50CFEC17EBB9DCE18DF13C2078D&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=55be8f0fe9&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=3E6B3E7C3341FCCCE385DBE4106DF403&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://sheringham-nur.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e9e62ec853783c5c53f8c46&id=4f6eb6d0fb&e=6c6509c6a7&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=40483D100FCD6CF745A05AB5E760656F&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
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Subscribe  If this newsletter has been shared with you via your

setting/school and you would like to receive a copy directly to

your own inbox please click on the subscribe button and complete

the relevant information.

Municipal Building, Kingsway, Widnes WA8 7QF

https://forms.office.com/e/ZVDHqzzQZS?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=5D9B6C1CAF48B3553C2E7B1E849F1B1F&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8

