
WELCOME

I hope you all enjoyed the sunshine last week, and that those of you who had half term

were able to enjoy a well-earned break.

Before the holidays, we had a lovely morning with Reception teachers at the first of what

will be many Reception network meetings. Thank you to everyone who attended—we’re

really looking forward to the sessions ahead.

As we move into the final half term of the year, we know how busy everyone will be with

transitions. If you do need any support, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with the

team - early.years@halton.gov.uk 

Best wishes

Sarah

UPDATES

RISE Reception Quality Webinar Series – Summer 2026

Following the strong engagement with last year’s national programme, the RISE

Reception webinar series returns for Summer 2026.

These sessions will focus on EYFS Profile assessment, transition into Reception, and

high-quality provision, offering practical, evidence-based guidance aligned with the latest

recommendations.

Wednesdays at 4pm:

• 10 June – Mastering the EYFS Profile Assessment

• 17 June – Setting up for Reception Success

• 24 June – Supporting Smooth Transitions into Reception

✅ Practical, relevant support for all Reception practitioners

✅ Register via the link and share with colleagues – all schools welcome!

To register for these webinars, please use this link

Asbestos in Consumer Products – Important Information

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rise-reception-quality-webinar-series-4840915?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=4DEB7E0A8B53254F4A451DF3BC713B76&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


💛 Supporting Parents with Learning Difficulties

& Learning Disabilities

Halton Safeguarding Children Partnership has

shared helpful guidance to support parents with

learning difficulties and learning disabilities.  Every

parent deserves the right support to help them

care for their children safely and confidently. By

providing clear information, understanding

individual needs, and working together, we can

help families thrive.

Find out more and access support here

The Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) has published guidance on GOV.UK

covering the safe disposal of products containing asbestos, along with key health

information for businesses and consumers, including early years settings.   Guidance for

consumers and businesses on consumer products containing asbestos

➡️ Early years settings should review the List of contaminated products that are subject

to recalls and follow the guidance to ensure safe disposal if any items are identified.

⚠️ If you are concerned about a product that may contain asbestos but has not been

recalled, contact the Citizens Advice consumer service.

SEND

SEND Surgery ONLINE Drop-In Sessions

Join our upcoming SEND surgery drop-ins:

🗓 Monday 15th June & Monday 20th July

⏰ 10–11am or 6.30–7.30pm

 💻 Sessions are held online to make it easier for more practitioners to attend

Each session will cover a monthly hot topic and give you the chance to ask questions

and seek advice.

Book your place now by clicking here

SAFEGUARDING UPDATES

Child Safety Week 2026 (1–7 June)

Child Safety Week from the Child Accident Prevention Trust (CAPT) is approaching, and

it’s a great opportunity to raise awareness about keeping children safe at home,

outdoors, and on the move.  You can download the free display pack here to help get

involved and spread the message CSW-2026-display-pack-1.pdf

TRAINING

‘Let’s Get Confident With… Referrals’

We still have places available on this online session, led by a member of the iCART team:

https://haltonsafeguardingchildrenpartnership.org.uk/supporting-parents-with-learning-difficulties-learning-disabilities?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=DFC60CE3A40F48EABBEE0CBE90B8B729&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://us.list-manage.com/VJuH4KQG6ZJ?e=5e68dbf3a0&c2id=a12ff643cd138db5b74dab82ece8d10c&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=3D19E9F387E2898893561FED72A095AB&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://us.list-manage.com/VJuH4KQG6ZJ?e=5e68dbf3a0&c2id=a12ff643cd138db5b74dab82ece8d10c&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=3D19E9F387E2898893561FED72A095AB&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://us.list-manage.com/klviWE3dmsl?e=5e68dbf3a0&c2id=a12ff643cd138db5b74dab82ece8d10c&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=52EAA462309D2ADD1DD08EA5AD916DBC&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://us.list-manage.com/klviWE3dmsl?e=5e68dbf3a0&c2id=a12ff643cd138db5b74dab82ece8d10c&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=52EAA462309D2ADD1DD08EA5AD916DBC&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://us.list-manage.com/1BstMSlwGlq?e=5e68dbf3a0&c2id=a12ff643cd138db5b74dab82ece8d10c&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=BF97DCAE86B67CD1A1763E665EAA2FB5&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/jnjp4c2uae?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=753B7C4200E64B7B08D3ED60C13E9777&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://capt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CSW-2026-display-pack-1.pdf?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=79D75698F7D325F97A53D688DD926CDE&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://capt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CSW-2026-display-pack-1.pdf?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=79D75698F7D325F97A53D688DD926CDE&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


We’re delighted that Ruth Swailes

will be supporting our Reception

Network events next year—be

sure to save the dates!

🗓 Wednesday 3rd June

⏰ 6:00–7:00pm

Secure your place now using this link Let's Get Confident with....iCART Referrals

BOOK TRAINING

IT'S THE FINAL COUNTDOWN!

✨ It’s the final countdown! ✨

Have you secured your place at our Summer Early Years Cluster?

📅 Tuesday 9th June

⏰ 9:30am – 3:30pm

Our Summer cluster will provide practical, evidence-informed ideas for shaping a

curriculum and learning environment in which boys can thrive.

RECEPTION NETWORK MEETING

We had a fantastic turnout for our first Reception Network Meeting! The room was

buzzing as practitioners engaged in rich professional dialogue around the Writing ELG,

while also sharing ideas and good practice.

DON'T MISS OUT!

Saturday Play Conference – Online Event

Upcoming Saturday Play Conference, taking place online via Zoom:

🗓 Saturday 13th June

⏰ 9:30am – 12:30pm

Speakers:

* Dr Denise Wright – The Importance of Play in the Early Years

* Emma-Louise Scott – Play and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

* Dr Diane Boyd – Play and Sustainability

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MUxaFLJvrUaSkpKuP3lo_h8TWw_pCfZOu8mytcmQVndUOUc2MjgwOTkyMFpLR0hLUVpWWTFBUENLNS4u&route=shorturl&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=2DF8B4E5724103C8E7A0E221A0A813DD&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/jnjp4c2uae?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=DD3327CEDD79242AC6B8C72B6D1214EB&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Supporting Families with Potty Training –

Webinar for Early Years Professionals

Starting Reception: Supporting Families with

Potty Training—a practical webinar for

teachers and early years practitioners

across nurseries, childminders, and family

hubs.

Learn how to support families effectively,

including handling sensitive conversations

with confidence.  Ideal for those supporting

children transitioning into Reception or

working closely with families.

Something wonderful is on the horizon…

On 10th July 2026, join in and celebrate Play

Matters: Cardboard Box Day.

A day for everyone who champions children’s play

— to pause, strip things back, and reconnect with

what truly matters.

No pricey resources. No elaborate setups. Just

cardboard boxes, simple materials, and the

limitless imagination of children.

This day is all about celebrating the extraordinary

possibilities hidden inside the simplest things —

and bringing pure, unfiltered play back into our

environments.

So start saving those boxes!

Book your place using the following link Play Conference Tickets | TryBooking United

Kingdom

📅 8 June

🔗 Register: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams

Can’t attend live? Register to receive the recording.

DID YOU KNOW...?

RESEARCH/ READING

https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/113134?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=EC50A714ADDE59DF5F5C28CB46EFC2C0&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://www.trybooking.com/uk/events/landing/113134?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=EC50A714ADDE59DF5F5C28CB46EFC2C0&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b6b1e6a0-0e54-4490-a7cc-dab3aa9a7780@6fca933f-bf1d-4acd-8295-94e63e66dfed?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=1A87B17CE3FC2444819ABECDC392C911&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Supporting SEND & Inclusion with NELI

Discover how NELI can support early

language development in primary and

early years settings.

✅ 20-week programme with small group

& 1:1 support

📈 +4 months progress on average (up to

+7 for FSM pupils

Renewed Inspection Framework for Holiday Providers – What You Need to Know

Ofsted has published a new blog outlining how they inspect holiday provision under the

renewed framework.

This update provides helpful insight into expectations, helping providers understand how

to meet standards and deliver high-quality provision. 

👉 Read more to stay informed and prepared Renewed Inspection Framework for

Holiday Providers: What You Need to Know

FURTHER TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

💡 Fully funded until 2028/29

A proven, practical approach to strengthening communication and improving outcomes

for all children.

Make a bigger difference in early years ✨

Taking part in an EEF research project is easier than you think—and can have a real

impact on your practice, your team, and the children you support.

Five projects you can join:

Early Years (3–4s)

• Early Skills for Life – story and play-based activities to boost self-regulation

• PECE – coaching to support positive behaviour and responses

• TWiTCH – story sessions to build language and communication

Reception

• Maths Through Picture Books – small-group sessions to strengthen early maths

• OxEd & NELI – 20-week programme to develop oral language

Find out more here

NATIONAL YEAR OF READING

Share Stories With Me

Sharing stories is one of the most powerful ways to support children’s learning and

development. From building language skills to sparking imagination, story time makes a

big difference!  Taking a few moments each day to read, look at pictures, and talk about

stories together—it all helps children grow in confidence and communication.

Find helpful tips and ideas for parents and carers here

https://youtu.be/BudBHgegqKU?si=eh8IPPyCrEsbQ6TN&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=D78E5CA149BD8C0DD5EC9C635B7D8C9D&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://youtu.be/BudBHgegqKU?si=eh8IPPyCrEsbQ6TN&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=D78E5CA149BD8C0DD5EC9C635B7D8C9D&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://earlyyears.blog.gov.uk/2026/05/21/renewed-inspection-framework-for-holiday-providers-what-you-need-to-know/?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=3A75545918D1A1DE98DD3EFDBEA27CE9&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://earlyyears.blog.gov.uk/2026/05/21/renewed-inspection-framework-for-holiday-providers-what-you-need-to-know/?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=3A75545918D1A1DE98DD3EFDBEA27CE9&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/early-years/five-early-years-projects-you-can-join-today?fbclid=IwY2xjawSDn21leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETB0S05Za05kQ2pQMjdzMEtpc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHojWLMBvqYKAc08OiXYNAzSkfrFNvtgXgwLm_oK9idMTnAWpubtC1PjWJzO6_aem_jggWfePQ2QP-2ru9iA07Fg&es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=40DF7EC5CB26AF9A7DC49862020BF5CB&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8
https://cyps.northyorks.gov.uk/sites/default/files/Early%20years/eyc%20key%20messages/2026/May%202026/Share_stories_with_me%20(Parents%20%26%20Carers)%20Attachment%20Four.pdf?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=EF9E9D43FC9088AA0F4C59F0B1DC9AB2&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8


Subscribe  If this newsletter has been shared with you via your

setting/school and you would like to receive a copy directly to

your own inbox please click on the subscribe button and complete

the relevant information.

Municipal Building, Kingsway, Widnes WA8 7QF

https://forms.office.com/e/ZVDHqzzQZS?es_c=*CPID*&es_cl=BF7AC168936A27C256D88D442D803BD8&es_id=p4e%C2%A3o8

